






Enhancing accessibility and providing assistive technology to empower PwDs.
Offering guidance and support for the registration of UDID cards, ensuring official
recognition for People with Disabilities.
Identifying and facilitating suitable employment opportunities for eligible PwDs through
collaborations with partner organizations.
Providing skill development initiatives and on-the-job training tailored to individual needs
and industry requirements.

In 2015, the Spark Minda Foundation introduced the "Saksham" programme to empower people
with disabilities (PwDs). This initiative complements the Rights of People with Disabilities Act
2018, legislation enacted by the Government of India. Through this programme, SMF has made a
significant impact, reaching out to over 16,500 people with disabilities. This includes facilitating
more than 16,000 adaptations to enhance their accessibility, extending support for 1,700 UDID
(Unique Disability ID) registrations, and facilitating nearly 1,000 job placements within the Spark
Minda Group.

The Foundation's efforts have led to establishing dedicated centres in Maharashtra, Uttar
Pradesh, and Uttarakhand, focused on creating employment opportunities specifically tailored
for People with Disabilities. This programme underscores SMF's commitment to fostering
inclusivity and equal participation, while also contributing to the economic empowerment of a
diverse group of individuals.

Objectives of the programme :
1.
2.

3.

4.
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Glimpses from the Camp
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Glimpses from the Camp
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Glimpses from the Camp
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Registration Desk 
At the camp's entrance, a registration desk was established to meticulously monitor the count of
attending PwDs. For the precise identification of required fitment types and assistive aids, medical
assistance was readily available to the PwDs. Employing photography, a comprehensive record-
keeping system was established, effectively documenting the progress from pre-fitment to post-
fitment stages.

UDID- Unique ID for Persons with Disabilities
To facilitate the process of obtaining UDID cards, a dedicated counter was established. Here, PwDs
received personalized assistance and guidance, aimed at enhancing their understanding of the
benefits associated with the UDID card. Moreover, comprehensive support was extended to PwDs
throughout the registration procedure, ensuring their needs were met effectively.

Hearing Aid 
A significant extension was made to the scope of Saksham by offering hearing aid provisions to
attending PwDs. This expansion effectively addressed individuals with hearing impairments, adding
a new dimension to the initiative. The result has been a profound enhancement of well-being and
contentment among these individuals.

Medical Camp
A comprehensive medical camp was established to offer a thorough general health check-up for
individuals. The camp provided a platform for people to undergo essential medical assessments and
screenings. Skilled medical professionals were on hand to conduct examinations, ensuring a holistic
evaluation of participants' well-being. This initiative aimed to promote health awareness and offer
timely medical insights to the community.

Prosthetics and Orthotics
This process involves empowering individuals with locomotor disabilities or those who have
undergone amputations. It includes providing prosthetics (artificial limbs), orthotics (calipers), or
other assistive aids. The first step is assessing the person's needs, followed by taking measurements
based on the prescription. After fabrication, the device is fitted to the individual, followed by gait
training and quality checks. This brings them closer to empowerment.

Camp for Empowerment of People with Disabilities 
Kupwara,  Jammu & Kashmir

21st - 26th  August 2023
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Kupwara Camp Details 

The Saksham programme has been meticulously crafted to foster independence among People
with Disabilities, thereby reducing their reliance on external support for both mobility and
livelihood. This transformative programme was conducted from August 21st to 26th, with a
profound objective: to extend assistance to those in the local community who lack the financial
means to acquire essential aids such as artificial limbs, callipers, assistive devices and hearing
aids.

During this period, a comprehensive range of vital resources were generously provided to those
in need. This included the distribution of artificial limbs, wheelchairs, hearing aids, auxiliary
crutches, walkers, elbow crutches, and hand sticks. The impact of this initiative resonates deeply,
as it directly addresses the critical requirements of individuals who might otherwise face barriers
in leading a self-sufficient life.

A notable achievement lies in the fact that over 700 individuals from surrounding areas reaped
the benefits of this initiative. Through the provision of fitting interventions and the facilitation of
UDID card registrations, the Saksham program has not only enhanced their physical well-being
but has also extended the invaluable gift of recognition and support.



A remarkable 6-day camp was meticulously organized in the beautiful region of Kupwara, nestled
within the picturesque landscapes of Jammu & Kashmir. Held from the 21st to the 26th of August
2023, this event was a collaborative effort involving the Indian Army and BMVSS (Bhagwan
Mahaveer Viklang Sahayata Samiti). A range of areas including Terhgam, Bohipora, Kupwara,
Gulrez, Gulgam, Dudi, Machhal, and several others were encompassed in the camp's reach,
allowing its impact to resonate across diverse locales.

The camp's offerings were diverse and impactful, catering to the diverse needs of individuals. It
encompassed the provision of essential assistive devices such as artificial limbs, wheelchairs,
hearing aids, auxiliary crutches, walkers, elbow crutches, and hand sticks. In addition to these
provisions, the camp played a pivotal role in facilitating UDID (Unique Disability Identity)
registrations, serving as a gateway to formal recognition and support for those with disabilities.

The figures stand as a testament to the camp's success and its impact on the lives of the people it
reached. The camp accomplished a total of 1111 fitments out of the intended 500, showcasing its
considerable reach and capacity to make a difference. A total of 947 registrations were recorded,
underscoring the level of interest and need within the community. Additionally, the camp
facilitated 58 registrations for UDID cards, representing an essential step towards ensuring
individuals' rights and access to appropriate resources. This collective effort between the Indian
Army, BMVSS, and the local communities undoubtedly marked a meaningful stride towards
inclusivity, empowerment, and improved quality of life for individuals with disabilities in the
region. 
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Kupwara Camp Details 
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Fitments Provided 

Cumulative - 1,111
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Inaugration Day 
On the 21st of August, witnessed a significant event as the inaugural function of the Camp for the
Empowerment of People with Disabilities unfolded. The occasion was graced by distinguished
personalities, including Brigadier Voodev Parida, VSM, Deputy General Officer Commanding, 28
Infantry Division, and Praveen Karn, Spark Minda Foundation CSR Group Head. Alongside them
were the PwDs, for whom this camp stood as a ray of hope.

Brigadier Voodev Parida, the event's keynote speaker, highlighted the importance of initiatives
aimed at empowering individuals with disabilities. He expressed gratitude towards Spark Minda
Foundation (SMF) for their unwavering support. In his address, he lauded SMF's remarkable
efforts in assisting the PwD community of Kashmir, emphasizing the significant impact they made
in the previous year. Their support, he noted, significantly improved the lives of Kupwara
residents. He expressed his confidence in SMF's commitment to shine once again, aiming to
extend their aid to more than 600 PwDs this year. This endeavour was recognized as a crucial
step towards uplifting Kupwara's residents, providing them with greater empowerment and
opportunities.

Praveen Karn, in his presentation, recounted the journey of this initiative in Jammu & Kashmir,
which commenced in 2018 in Uri, Baramulla, through a collaborative effort with the Indian Army.
The initiative's objective was to serve 500 PwDs. In the ongoing year, the mission remains
steadfast in its commitment to positively impact the lives of over 600 PwDs in and around
Kupwara, with the invaluable support of the Indian Army's mobilization efforts. The people of
Jammu and Kashmir's trust and support were underscored as pivotal in the initiative's success,
emphasizing the significance of collaboration with institutions like the Indian Army.

The inauguration of the camp marked the start of another impactful year in the journey to
empower and support People with Disabilities in the region. The continuous dedication of Spark
Minda Foundation and the collaborative synergy with the Indian Army were celebrated as vital
components in the pursuit of an inclusive and empowered community. As the camp embarks on
its mission to provide essential assistance and support, it stands poised to make a substantial
difference in the lives of PwDs in Jammu and Kashmir.  
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Inauguration Day



Together We Can
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The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) have been designed to
establish a comprehensive framework of global objectives that
encompass the essential pillars of sustainability: social, economic,
and environmental. These goals collectively address areas of
paramount importance, such as ensuring access to quality
education, fostering equitable economic growth, reducing
disparities, and cultivating effective partnerships towards
achieving these aims.

Underlying these goals, SDG-4 provides an inclusive and high-
quality education, striving for continuous learning opportunities
for all. SDG-8 emphasizes the pursuit of sustainable economic
growth that yields quality employment opportunities, thereby
enhancing living standards. SDG-10 aims to diminish inequalities
while upholding steady income growth, guaranteeing that no one
is marginalized. SDG-17 serves to fortify global collaborations that
advance sustainable development.

In alignment with these pivotal SDGs, the Saksham initiative is
significantly contributing to the employment of Persons with
Disabilities (PwDs). Spark Minda and Minda Corporation have
collectively engaged over 750 PwDs within the manufacturing
units of the Spark Minda Group. This step not only fosters
economic empowerment but also exemplifies the production of
assistive devices like Artificial Limbs and Callipers, directly
addressing inequality by enhancing mobility for PwDs.

Additionally, the program actively supports PwDs in procuring
UDID, a unique identification card, facilitating a more equitable
work environment. By forging strategic partnerships with
governmental bodies, non-profit organizations, trade
associations, and kindred CSR groups, the scope of impact
expands, paving the way for a substantial improvement in the
lives of PwDs. This approach not only adheres to the ideals set
forth by the SDGs but also amplifies their positive influence on
the lives of those with disabilities.



In the idyllic town of Budgam in J&K, a remarkable story of determination and hope unfolds,
centred around Aiman Shafi, a 12-year-old girl with an extraordinary journey. Aiman's life
began with unique challenges; born with a disability, she faced the world without the ability to
walk. Undeterred, her unbreakable spirit and the unwavering support of her mother, Gulshan
Ara, fueled her dreams. However, life had more tests in store. Aiman's physical limitations,
stemming from a small growth, posed insurmountable obstacles. Yet, her boundless spirit
persisted. The Camp by Spark Minda Foundation, in collaboration with the Indian Army,
emerged as a beacon of hope. Their generous gift of a wheelchair was more than just mobility –
it was a portal to newfound freedom. Aiman's world expanded overnight, her joy palpable as
she wheeled around with newfound independence.

Beyond mobility, the wheelchair unlocked opportunities. Education became a pursuit of
enthusiasm, unburdened by physical constraints. Aiman's thirst for knowledge grew, and her
dreams extended beyond academics. She aspired to partake in sports, a wish now within reach
thanks to her wheelchair. Gulshan Ara's gratitude was profound. The wheelchair reshaped
their lives, empowering Aiman beyond measure. "This gift from Spark Minda Foundation has
not only given Aiman the ability to move freely, but it has also given her wings to soar," she
proclaimed. Aiman's journey resonated throughout the community, inspiring resilience and
compassion. Amidst the scenic beauty of Budgam, her story became a symbol of triumph. The
wheelchair was more than an aid; it was a catalyst for transformation. Aiman's journey
showcased the potential of dreams, the power of support, and the beauty of unwavering spirit.
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Unleashing Dreams
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Overcoming Boundaries 
At the tender age of 3, Rouf's life took an unexpected turn. A seemingly ordinary fever, followed by
an injection, led to an unforeseen consequence – a disability that would shape his life's path. As he
grew, he faced the challenges that his condition presented, particularly when it came to his ability
to walk. In a twist of fate, Rouf found himself in the world of saloons, working with an unyielding
resolve that reflected his resilient character. However, the challenge of walking presented a
significant barrier in his line of work. The daily struggles were tangible, yet Rouf's determination
to persevere shone through. 

Rouf learned about the upcoming camp at Zangli, Kupwara, through the Indian Army, which
ignited a ray of hope within him. Without hesitation, he eagerly agreed to be a part of this
promising opportunity. He received a wheelchair at the camp and the impact of it on Rouf's life
was profound and far-reaching. With this newfound mobility aid, Rouf's daily experiences will
transform. 

For Rouf, the positive impact extended beyond his work and daily mobility. The equipment
provided by Spark Minda Foundation held the promise of a brighter future, where his aspirations
could be pursued with renewed determination. The Foundation had not only empowered him
physically but had also ignited a spark within him – a spark of possibility, of dreams that could be
achieved. With gratitude shining in his eyes, Rouf expressed his appreciation for Spark Minda
Foundation's unwavering support. "The equipment and assistance they provided have opened
doors I never thought possible," he shared. "I am not just moving on wheels; I am moving towards
a brighter future, one where my dreams are within reach." Rouf's journey from a young child
struck by unexpected adversity to a beacon of hope in his community is a testament to the
resilience of the human spirit.
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Empowered by Compassion 
A 6-year-old young girl from Kupwara shares a heartwarming account of her experience at the
Spark Minda Foundation's Camp for PwDs. Seeking calipers to enhance her mobility and comfort,
she found more than just equipment – she found a world of compassion and transformation. The
Empowerment Camp for People with Disabilities became the beacon of hope she had long
awaited. 

The camp, organized to provide support, greeted her with warmth and dedication. The team's
meticulous attention ensured a perfect fit for her calipers, reflecting their belief in her potential
and resilience. With her new calipers, a world of opportunities opened up. Walking will be a
joyous experience, with discomfort fading away. The tears of joy in her parents' eyes spoke
volumes, expressing their deep gratitude for the care she received during the camp. Despite the
anticipated challenges ahead, her resolute determination to overcome them shines brightly.

Grateful and inspired, she carries this chapter of her life with a sense of purpose, knowing that
even small acts of kindness can create ripples of transformation that touch lives profoundly.
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From Despair to Hope 
Gulam Rasool, a resident of Kupwara district, shares a life-changing journey. Having walked without
issue until the age of 24, he suddenly encountered a debilitating leg problem that shattered his ability to
walk properly. His quest for a solution led him to numerous doctors, including visits to JVC Srinagar and
other states of the country, but no remedy seemed effective. Amid despair, hope dimmed.

Gulam heard that Spark Foundation's team arriving in Kupwara and they are holding a camp in
collaboration with the Indian Army, it kindled a glimmer of hope. Upon reaching the camp, Gulam was
struck by the presence of a fellow differently-abled person who measured him for assistance. This
experience resonated deeply; the team's understanding of his challenges was evident. The provision of a
wheelchair marked a turning point. It was the first time Gulam felt truly acknowledged and received the
treatment he deserved.

Gratitude overflows as Gulam acknowledges the transformative impact of the Spark Minda Foundation.
He expresses a wish for continued programs that uplift individuals like him, enabling them to reclaim
their place in society. Gulam's words resonate with heartfelt thanks to the foundation for granting him
not just mobility, but also a renewed sense of value and hope.
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Closing Ceremony
In a heartwarming culmination of the Camp for the Empowerment of People with Disabilities in Kupwara,
a partnership between Spark Minda Foundation and the Indian Army, the closing ceremony brought
together heartfelt sentiments and a renewed commitment to empowering people with disabilities. 

The ceremony commenced with an enchanting cultural program presented by school students from the
Valley. During the event, the students presented a captivating cultural program that included a
mesmerizing dance performance and a soulful song.

Addressing the audience, the GOC Major General Girish Kalia, VSM said “The collaboration of the Indian
Army with Spark Minda Foundation is able to improve and sustain many lives in the Valley. I would like to
thank the people who participated in the camp. I also would like to compliment Spark Minda for their
noble initiative.”

Following the GOC’s address, Praveen Karn, Group Head CSR, extended his heartfelt gratitude to
everyone who trusted the initiative. He expressed his appreciation to the 528 ASC Battalion, NGO partners,
dedicated volunteers, and the media for their integral roles in the camp's success. This year, the camp
achieved a significant breakthrough, impacting the lives of 900+ PwDs since August 21, 2023. Karn thanked
the Commanding Officer for enabling this collaborative effort, which has been pivotal in the
empowerment of PwDs. As the curtains closed on this remarkable camp, Karn extended his gratitude to
the people of Jammu and Kashmir, whose support has been an essential driving force behind the camp's
resounding success.

Sarika Minda, the chairperson of Spark Minda Foundation graced the closing ceremony with her
presence. She conveyed heartfelt appreciation to the people of Jammu and Kashmir and acknowledged the
unwavering dedication of the army personnel who consistently safeguard the nation. Sarika Minda also
highlighted the range of CSR initiatives undertaken by SMF, emphasizing the organization's commitment
to advancing social welfare. She extended profound gratitude to the Indian Army for affording SMF the
opportunity to serve the local populace in the Valley. This partnership has enabled SMF to make a
meaningful and positive impact on the lives of individuals within the region. Through these words, Sarika
Minda underlined the collaborative efforts that contribute to community enhancement and reinforced the
values of service and mutual cooperation.

Concluding the closing ceremony, Commanding Officer, Col Avinash Singh, extended his heartfelt
gratitude. He expressed deep appreciation towards Spark Minda Foundation  for their dedicated efforts in
empowering people with disabilities (PwDs). Col Avinash Singh conveyed his eagerness to continue
collaborating with SMF for future noble initiatives, reaffirming their commitment to collectively
contribute to meaningful causes.

With these speeches, the closing ceremony resonated with gratitude, determination, and a shared vision
of a more inclusive and empowered future for all.
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Closing Ceremony
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Partnership



Our Saksham Centres
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Collaboration
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Collaboration
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Minda Corporation Ltd. 
D-6-11, Sector-59, Gautam Budh Nagar, Noida, Uttar Pradesh, Pin-201301

TEL: +91 - 124 - 4698400;FAX: +91 - 124 - 4698450
Registered Office: A-15, Ashok Vihar, Phase-I, Delhi - 110052 

Website: www.sparkminda.com

Bhagwan Mahaveer Viklang Sahayata Samiti (BMVSS) Jaipur
13-A, Calgiri Marg, Caligiri Marg, Malviya Nagar, Jaipur, Rajasthan 30201

Phone: 093145 666657
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